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	The Ground Water Communiqué

 A Bi-Monthly Email Newsletter

	GWPC - Dedicated to Protecting the Nation’s Ground Water

	----------------------------------------------GWPC Projects----------------------------------------------
· Ground Water Report – The GWPC has selected a contractor to aid in the production of a new annual ground water report.  The purpose of the report is to act as a communication tool for state agency employees to heighten awareness of ground water when speaking with program directors, agency heads, state and federal legislatures and other key audiences.  The GWPC Board of Directors has appointed an Editorial Board to oversee the development and production of the report.  Topics will change from year to year.  This year’s topics include: 

· Ground Water Monitoring

· Unregulated Class V Wells

· Source Water Protection/Wellhead Protection Programs

· Storm Water

· Land Use and Conservation

· Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems

· UST/LUST

· Mining

· Ground Water Use/Withdrawal
· The GWPC will hold a session at the Annual Policy Meeting (April 2-4) to discuss some of the content of the report.  The estimated publication date is October 2006.

· 2006 UIC Conference – This year’s conference focused on the regulation of carbon capture and storage.  Full conference proceedings including papers and presentations will be available on www.gwpc.org by mid February.
· UIC Brochure – The GWPC has published a new brochure entitled “Injection Wells – An Introduction to Their Use, Operation, and Regulation.”  The brochure is available for download at www.gwpc.org and hard copies can be obtained by contacting any GWPC staff member.

· UIC Technical Workgroup – Six state members have been nominated by the work group.  The list of 6 has been forwarded to EPA HQ for final approval.  

· Montana/USEPA MOA – GWPC staff met with representatives from USEPA Region 8 and the Montana Board of Oil and Gas Conservation to discuss an MOA for regulation of specific Class V wells.
· USEPA Strategic Plan - The Office of Water held a meeting of the Steering Committee on changes to the water elements of the EPA Strategic Plan on December 14.  The proposed changes in the working drafts of the changes to the architecture for Goal 2 (Clean and Safe Water) and the water portions of Goal 4 (Healthy Communities and Ecosystems) were discussed.  The overall structure of Goal 2 has not changed but there were significant changes to individual sub-objectives and measures.  GWPC will continue to coordinate with ASDWA as we provide input on any source water language in the plan.  The next Steering Committee conference call is scheduled for January 19.   GWPC doesn’t anticipate having any significant new comments on this update of the EPA plan. 
· Source Water - The Source Water Collaborative Vision Statement is still being finalized in hopes that all the member organizations can take the statement to their respective boards for approval and support.  The statement would be used to guide the collaborative and begin discussions about source water protection and the Collaborative on a nationwide basis.  GWPC has signed off on the vision statement.  
----------------------------------------------News----------------------------------------------
· INHOFE INTRODUCES SMALL SYSTEM DRINKING WATER ACT OF 2005  - Bipartisan Legislation Will Assist Water Systems Throughout the Country to Comply With Federal Drinking Water Standards WASHINGTON, DC – Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.), Chairman of the Environment & Public Works Committee, today introduced the bipartisan Small System Drinking Water Act of 2005, a bill to assist water systems throughout the country in complying with Federal drinking water standards, and require the Environmental Protection Agency to utilize all of its resources provided by the 1996 Safe Drinking Water Act amendments (SDWA). http://epw.senate.gov/pressitem.cfm?id=250125&party=rep 
· Rapanos/Carabell Wetlands Cases in US Supreme Court -State AG brief Update - Thirty-five states and the District of Columbia have joined to file a friend-of-the-court brief in the U. S. Supreme Court in an effort to maintain the status quo of protection of the nation's waters through the 1972 federal Clean Water Act.  Two developers have appealed the decisions of lower courts in which they challenged the authority of the Corps of Engineers and EPA to prohibit their filling of wetlands.  The cases have been combined and are to be heard by the Supreme Court on February 21st.  At issue is a claim by the developers that the CWA was not intended to protect wetlands adjacent to tributaries that flow into larger water bodies and adjacent wetlands.  Those filing briefs on the side of the developers include the states of Utah and Alaska, along with the American Farm Bureau.  State AG press release and brief at the links below

http://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,1607,7-164-34739-134146--,00.html
http://www.eswr.com/1105/rapanos/rapamicstates.pdf
· EPA Releases Guidebook For Storm Water Management - This guidance helps citizens and municipalities in urban areas protect bodies of water from polluted runoff that can result from everyday activities. These scientifically sound techniques are the best practices known today. The guidance will also help states to implement their nonpoint source control programs and municipalities to implement their Phase II Storm Water Permit Programs. http://www.epa.gov/nps/urbanmm/ 
· Legislative Term Limits – An article in the January 2006 issue of Governing Magazine discussed the affects of Legislative Term Limits on state agencies.  One down side cited is the ever increasing difficulty in finding champions for programs within state legislatures.  Another change suggested is that lobbyists may now be more likely to approach agency employees rather than legislatures because of their programmatic knowledge and longevity.  Read more: http://www.governing.com/articles/1term.htm 

----------------------------------------------State Watch----------------------------------------------
· Ohio EPA Honored with Award from U.S. EPA - PISCES Award Granted for Innovation and Effectiveness
of State Revolving Loan Fund Program - Ohio EPA is the regional recipient of U.S. EPA’s PISCES award, which recognizes states that have been most innovative and effective in advancing goals of performance and protection using the Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund program. The award goes to one state in each of U.S. EPA’s 10 regional office areas. http://www.epa.state.oh.us/pisces.html 
----------------------------------------------Conferences----------------------------------------------
· 2006 Annual Policy Meeting - Washington, DC - April 2-5 - The Hotel Washington

· 2006 Annual Forum - Miami, FL - Sept. 30-Oct. 3 - Wyndham Miami Beach
· RBDMS Training - The Annual RBDMS training is scheduled for May 7 – 9, 2006 in Anchorage.  There will be two tracks, basic RBDMS and advanced.  More information will be posted here in the next issue or you may contact pauljehn@adelphia.net. 

For more information on conferences, visit www.gwpc.org.
----------------------------------------------Federal Register----------------------------------------------

· Amendments to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Regulations for Storm Water Discharges Associated With Oil and Gas Exploration, Production, Processing, or Treatment Operations, or Transmission Facilities   

http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WATER/2006/January/Day-06/w36.htm 

· National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Long 
Term 2 Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule   

http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WATER/2006/January/Day-05/w04a.htm 

.

· Public Water System Supervision Program Revisions for the State of Wisconsin   

http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WATER/2006/January/Day-04/w8261.htm 

· Notice of a Public Meeting on Designated Uses and Use Attainability Analyses   

http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WATER/2006/January/Day-04/w8262.htm 

· Allotment Formula for Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 106 Funds; Amendment   

http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WATER/2006/January/Day-03/w24688.htm 

· Clean Water Act Section 303(d): Final Agency Action on 44 Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs)
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WATER/2006/January/Day-24/w813.htm 

This is the first issue of the Ground Water Communiqué.  The Communiqué will be a bi-monthly newsletter and will contain information both on internal GWPC projects and national news affecting ground water protection and regulation.  If you have any comments or requests, please contact Dan Yates, GWPC Communications Director, at 405-516-4972 or dyates@gwpc.org 
Please feel free to forward this newsletter.  To subscribe, email dyates@gwpc.org.


