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	GWPC - Dedicated to Protecting the Nation’s Ground Water

	----------------------------------------------GWPC Projects----------------------------------------------
· Source Water Collaborative – Representatives of the GWPC attended the signing of the vision statement for the Source Water Collaborative in Washington, D.C. on Friday, 2.17.06.   The Source Water Collaborative is a multi-stakeholder group dedicating a focus on source water protection.
· 2006 UIC Conference – Proceedings for the 2006 UIC Conference are available online.

http://www.gwpc.org/e-Library/Proceedings/library_proceedings_main.htm
· Ground Water Report – The Ground Water Report Editorial Board will have an open meeting at the 2006 Annual Policy and Leadership Conference, April 2-4 in Washington, D.C.  The Editorial Board will solicit ideas on proposed recommendations to include in the report.
· GWPRF – The Ground Water Protection Research Foundation is developing a project to evaluate the feasibility of establishing “Septic System Utilities” as a means of implementing advanced technologies and management practices to lower the risks of wastewater contamination of shallow subsurface aquifers.  If you are aware of any potential funding sources for this initiative please contact the GWPC at mnickolaus@gwpc.org. 

----------------------------------------------News----------------------------------------------
· FY 2007 Proposed Budget

· USEPA's FY 2007 Budget issued with a drop from last year (Associated Press, February 6)  A quick glance shows that EPA's "water" budget, covering both CWA and SDWA activities, is more than 10% less than this year.
· Proposed budget will save money for the Federal government by increasing costs to states 
http://www.stateline.org/live/ViewPage.action?siteNodeId=136&languageId=1&contentId=86868 
· Nine states would receive less money from Washington, D.C., if Congress adopts President Bush's 2007 budget proposal, while most others would see modest increases in federal funding, a new analysis suggests.  More at Stateline.org.  
· B-L-0-G ! - How do you foresee the FY 2007 Budget affecting your program or state programs in general?  What is your biggest budget worry for 2007?  
· Post your response on http://ground-water.blogspot.com/. 
· Suggest a blog question for the next issue by emailing dyates@gwpc.org. 
· Clean Water Act - The Supreme Court hears arguments on Tuesday in two cases that could dramatically limit the reach of the Clean Water Act. The law has been credited with preserving the nation's waterways. But some landowners and developers say the regulations are too restrictive.  Check out these links for more info:

http://www.eswr.com/1105/rapanos/
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5226083 

http://www.earthjustice.org/news/display.html?ID=1120 
http://www.trcp.org/pr_wetlandsweighin.aspx
http://www.forbes.com/home/feeds/ap/2006/02/17/ap2536770.html
http://www.artba.org/news/press_releases/2005/12-05-05.htm
http://www.wildfowlmag.com/conservation/WF0511_con/ 
· Storm Water – Check out this new website for storm water information www.stormwaterauthority.org 

· World's Largest Aquifer Going Dry - The Ogallala Aquifer, the vast underground pool that supplies faucets across the Great Plains, is running low, forcing farmers and towns to find other sources of water and pay dearly for it, too.  http://www.dfw.com/mld/dfw/news/nation/13855341.htm 
· USEPA Introduces a Virtual Arsenic Trade Show - The Arsenic Virtual Trade Show is a learning portal designed to help water systems comply with EPA's Arsenic Rule. http://www.arsenictradeshow.org/ 

----------------------------------------------State Watch----------------------------------------------
· Texas Utilizes Innovative Approach to Ground Water Protection - The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee (TGPC) is a consortium of nine state agencies and the Texas Alliance of Groundwater Districts. The committee meets quarterly to share information and collaborate on projects to ensure effect management of Texas’ groundwater.  Read more about the TGCP at www.tgpc.state.tx.us. 
· Michigan Agrees on Limits for Water Use
http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060210/NEWS06/602100429/1008 

----------------------------------------------Conferences----------------------------------------------
· 2006 Annual Policy Meeting - Washington, DC - April 2-5 - The Hotel Washington

· Register online at www.gwpc.org. 

· 2006 Annual Forum - Miami, FL - Sept. 30-Oct. 3 - Wyndham Miami Beach
· RBDMS Training - The Annual RBDMS training is scheduled for May 7 – 9, 2006 in Anchorage.  There will be two tracks, basic RBDMS and advanced.  More information will be posted here in the next issue or you may contact pauljehn@adelphia.net. 

For more information on conferences, visit www.gwpc.org.

· Pesticides in the Nation’s Streams and Ground Water - CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING cosponsored by the Water Environment Federation and the Environmental and Energy Institute in cooperation with the U.S. Geological Survey - Friday, March 3, 2006, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. - 2318 Rayburn House Office Building 

· For more information, contact Pat Sinicropi at 703-684-2416 psinicropi@wef.org or Donna Myers at 703-648-5012 dnmyers@usgs.gov.  This briefing is free and open to the public. No registration is required.
----------------------------------------------Federal Register----------------------------------------------

· National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Stage 2 Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproducts Rule

http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WATER/2006/January/Day-27/w003.htm
· National Primary Drinking Water Regulations: Long Term 2 Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule

http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WATER/2006/January/Day-30/w004.htm
· Revised Compliance Dates for National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit Regulation and Effluent Limitation Guidelines for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations

http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WATER/2006/February/Day-10/w1240.htm 
----------------------------------------------Job Watch----------------------------------------------

· The Nevada Division of Environmental Protection currently has a vacancy in the Ground Water Protection Branch for a Nevada licensed Professional Engineer in the Source Water Protection Program (must be able to obtain NV license within 6 months if licensed in another state).
· You can find the job announcement at the following location starting February 17, 2006 (Announcement # 610605):   http://dop.nv.gov/engineering&allied.html   
· The position will be opened until filled.  Please contact Russ Land if you have any questions.
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