- Memo -
To:  State Ground Water Protection Programs
From: The Ground Water Protection Council

Re:  Gathering Comments on the 2007 Farm Bill


In 2007 the U.S. Congress will consider the reauthorization of the Farm Bill (last reauthorized in 2002).  The GWPC held a session on the Farm Bill at the 2006 Annual Policy and Leadership Meeting and will submit written comments to the Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit, Rural Development and Research.  The Subcommittee has indicated that the most important information that will be considered are comments on current farm bill programs with a focus on how these programs are working, how they can be changed for the better, and what new policies/programs if any are needed.  

GWPC will gather comments from state programs on how Farm Bill programs could be modified or combined with other programs to increase ground water protection and conservation and increase communication and cooperation between Farm Bill program implementation and state ground water protection efforts.  


This document contains a list of current Farm Bill programs, a short description of each, examples of USDA proposals, and some possible changes to heighten the protection of ground water.  Please comment on any or all programs focusing on these key questions:

· How are these programs working in your state?
· What problems/obstacles exist in ground water protection?
· What improvements could be made to better protect ground water?
· What specific recommendations would you make, under which existing programs, to raise ground water protection as a priority?
· What new policies/programs, if any, are needed?

Please submit comments to Dan Yates, dyates@gwpc.org, by February 20th, 2007.  The GWPC will compile comments into a briefing document for the Subcommittee and submit it prior to our 2007 Annual Policy and Leadership Conference (April 1-3).  We will then invite Subcommittee Staff to join us for a session at this year’s Conference so that we may provide further comments or answer any questions they may have.  States will receive a copy of the briefing document prior to the 2007 Conference.

Please also submit any graphics, picture, or data from your state that may be helpful in telling the story of ground water protection and the Farm Bill
See next page for some additional resources on the 2007 Farm Bill.
Resources:

USDA Farm Bill Proposal - Title II Conservation

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1UH/.cmd/ad/.ar/sa.retrievecontent/.c/6_2_1FB/.ce/7_2_5V2/.p/5_2_4VC/.d/0/_th/J_2_FB/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1UH?PC_7_2_5V2_contentid=2007_Farm_Bill_Title2.xml#7_2_5V2 

Other USDA 2007 Farm Bill Proposals by Title

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1UH?contentidonly=true&contentid=view_proposals.xml 

NRCS Description of Farm Bill Proposals


http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1UH?contentidonly=true 
NRCS Description of Farm Bill Programs


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/products.html 

USDA Farm Bill Theme Papers

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1UH?navid=FARM_BILL_ANALYSIS 

House Committee on Agriculture


http://agriculture.house.gov/ 

Farm Bill Feedback Form


http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/feedbackform.html 

Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit, Rural Development and Research


http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/subcomms.html 

Hearing Schedule for the House Committee on Agriculture and Subcommittees


http://agriculture.house.gov/hearings/schedule.html 

Farm and Food Policy Project
http://www.farmandfoodproject.org/index.asp
GROUND WATER and the 2007 FARM BILL

Below is a list of current Farm Bill programs.  Please comment on any or all of the programs with attention to the following questions:

· How are these programs working in your state?

· What problems/obstacles exist in ground water protection?

· What improvements could be made to better protect ground water?
· What specific recommendations would you make, under which existing programs, to raise ground water protection as a priority?

· What new policies/programs if any are needed?

Some of the programs are followed by a bulleted list of previously collected changes.  You may comment or add to these.  The GWPC will compile comments into a briefing document, the purpose of which will be to brief the Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit, Rural Development and Research on how the 2007 Farm Bill can help protect ground water.  

Please submit comments to Dan Yates, dyates@gwpc.org, by February 20th, 2007.  
Agricultural Management Assistance - Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) provides cost-share and incentive payments to agriculture producers to voluntarily address issues, such as water management, water quality, and erosion control by incorporating conservation practices into their farming operations.

Some changes to AMA that would improve ground water protection in the states include:

· Include ground water protection measures in conservation plans

· Give priority to state wellhead protection areas
· Provide funding for technical advisors to assist farmers and ranchers in utilizing Farm Bill programs to support wellhead protection efforts

· Assist farmers and ranchers in the proper disposal of potential contaminants to ground water and drinking water such as old pesticides
· Allow matching price supports for alternative fuel crops other than corn to support existing farm lands

	Comments:




Conservation of Private Grazing Land Program - The Conservation of Private Grazing Land Program (CPGL) is a voluntary program that helps owners and managers of private grazing land address natural resource concerns while enhancing the economic and social stability of grazing land enterprises and the rural communities that depend on them.

Some changes to CPGL that would improve ground water protection in the states include:

· Slow nitrogen loading through irrigation management
Conservation Security Program - The Conservation Security Program (CSP) is a voluntary conservation program that supports ongoing stewardship of private agriculture lands by providing payments for maintaining and enhancing natural resources.  CSP identifies and rewards those farmers and ranchers who are meeting the highest standards of conservation and environmental management on their operations.
USDA Farm Bill Proposal – Modify the Conservation Security Program (CSP) to create a stewardship program that emphasizes incentives for implementing higher levels of conservation practices. Expand CSP enrollment from its current 15.5 million acres to an estimated 96.5 million acres over the next 10 years, increasing investment by an additional $500 million funding over the 10 year baseline.

Some changes to CSP that would improve ground water protection in the states include:

	Comments:




Environmental Quality Incentives Program - The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary program that provides assistance to farmers and ranchers who face threats to soil, water, air, and related natural resources on their land.
Some changes to EQIP that would improve ground water protection in the states include:

· Assist farmers and ranchers in utilizing CRP, CREP, and EQIP programs in concert with Clean Water Act (CWA) 319 grant programs on targeted priority watersheds
USDA Farm Bill Proposal - Consolidate existing programs (Environmental Quality Incentives Program, Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program, Agricultural Management Assistance Program, Forest Land Enhancement Program, Ground and Surface Water Conservation Program, and the Klamath Basin Program) that provide financial assistance to customers through cost-share and incentives for working lands under a newly-designed Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). Simplify and streamline these activities, reduce redundancies, and produce more cost-effective environmental benefits. Create a new Regional Water Enhancement Program (RWEP) that focuses on cooperative approaches to enhancing water quantity and/or quality on a regional scale, and invest additional resources in the Conservation Innovation Grants program. These important changes to the EQIP program would invest an additional $4.250 billion.

	Comments:




Conservation Innovation Grants - Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) is a voluntary program intended to stimulate the development and adoption of innovative conservation approaches and technologies while leveraging the Federal investment in environmental enhancement and protection, in conjunction with agricultural production.  Under CIG, EQIP funds are used to award competitive grants to non-Federal governmental or non-governmental organizations, Tribes, or individuals.
Some changes to CIG that would improve ground water protection in the states include:

	Comments:




Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program - The Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) is a voluntary program that helps farmers and ranchers keep their land in agriculture.  The program provides matching funds to State, Tribal, or local governments and non-governmental organizations with existing farm and ranch land protection programs to purchase conservation easements.
USDA Farm Bill Proposal - Consolidate three existing easement programs (FRPP, GRP, WRP) for working lands into one new Private Lands Protection Program to streamline processes, eliminate redundancies, and expand the strengths of each program. Invest an additional $900 million over 10-year baseline in this new easement program.

Some changes to FRPP that would improve ground water protection in the states include:
	Comments:




Grassland Reserve Program - The Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) is a voluntary program that helps landowners and operators restore and protect grassland, including rangeland, pastureland, shrubland, and certain other lands, wile maintaining the areas as grazing lands.
USDA Farm Bill Proposal - Consolidate three existing easement programs (FRPP, GRP, WRP) for working lands into one new Private Lands Protection Program to streamline processes, eliminate redundancies, and expand the strengths of each program. Invest an additional $900 million over 10-year baseline in this new easement program.

Some changes to GRP that would improve ground water protection in the states include:

	Comments:




Wetlands Reserve Program - The Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) is a voluntary program that provides technical and financial assistance to eligible landowners to address wetland, wildlife habitat, soil, water, and related natural resource concerns on private lands in an environmentally beneficial and cost-effective manner.
USDA Farm Bill Proposal - Consolidate three existing easement programs (FRPP, GRP, WRP) for working lands into one new Private Lands Protection Program to streamline processes, eliminate redundancies, and expand the strengths of each program. Invest an additional $900 million over 10-year baseline in this new easement program.  Reauthorize the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) and consolidate the floodplain easements program of the Emergency Watershed Program into the WRP. Increase the total enrollment cap to 3.5 million acres, but maintain the fiscal year enrollment goal of 250,000 acres. This increase in acreage equates to an investment of $2.125 billion over ten years. Also introduce popular attributes of other easement programs into WRP.

Some changes to WRP that would improve ground water protection in the states include:

	Comments:




Resource Conservation and Development Program - The purpose of the RC&D program is to encourage and improve the capability of volunteer local elected and civic leaders in designated RC&D areas to plan and carry out projects for resource conservation and community development.  Program objectives focus on “quality of life” improvements achieved through natural resources conservation and community development.

Some changes to RC&D that would improve ground water protection in the states include:
	Comments:




Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program - The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) is a voluntary program that encourages creation of high quality wildlife habitats that support wildlife populations of National, State, Tribal and local significance.
Some changes to WHIP that would improve ground water protection in the states include:

	Comments:




Conservation Reserve Program - The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) provides technical and financial assistance to eligible farmers and ranchers to address soil, water, and related natural resource concerns on their lands in an environmentally beneficial and cost-effective manner. The program provides assistance to farmers and ranchers in complying with Federal, State, and tribal environmental laws, and encourages environmental enhancement. The program is funded through the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC). CRP is administered by the Farm Service Agency, with NRCS providing technical land eligibility determinations, conservation planning and practice implementation.
USDA Farm Bill Proposal - Reauthorize and enhance the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) to focus on lands that provide the most benefits for environmentally sensitive lands.  And in addition, give priority within whole-field enrollment for lands utilized for biomass production for energy.

Some changes to CRP that would improve ground water protection in the states include:

· Modify CRP policies to acknowledge state wellhead protection areas

· Allow state ground water protection programs access to FSA data on locating existing CRP properties
· Assist farmers and ranchers in utilizing CRP, CREP, and EQIP programs in concert with Clean Water Act (CWA) 319 grant programs on targeted priority watersheds

	Comments:




Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program - The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is a voluntary land retirement program that helps agricultural producers protect environmentally sensitive land, decrease erosion, restore wildlife habitat, and safeguard ground and surface water.  It is an offshoot of CRP.
Some changes to CREP that would improve ground water protection in the states include:

· Assist farmers and ranchers in utilizing CRP, CREP, and EQIP programs in concert with Clean Water Act (CWA) 319 grant programs on targeted priority watersheds

	Comments:




Other USDA Farm Bill Proposals

Sod Saver - Expand conservation compliance to include “Sod Saver” to discourage conversion of grassland to crop production. 

Beginning and Socially Disadvantaged Producers - Designate a portion of each conservation program specifically for beginning farmers and ranchers, as well as socially disadvantaged producers. 

Market-Based Approach to Conservation - Invest $50 million over ten years to encourage new private sector environmental markets to supplement existing conservation and forestry programs. Introduce market forces into existing conservation programs to provide greater environmental returns from federal and landowner investments in conservation. 

Merit-Based Funding Allocation - Repeal Section 1241(d) of the 1985 Food Security Act, the regional equity provision, to allow funding to be allocated based on the highest need and best use of conservation funding. 

Emergency Landscape Restoration Program - Consolidate two emergency response programs - the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) and the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - into a new Emergency Landscape Restoration Program. Provide a one-stop source for landowners who need assistance after a catastrophic event to restore land to its productive state and prevent further land and water impairments. 

General Comments – Please provide any general comments that pertain to the Farm Bill and/or any of its programs as a whole with special attention to how they affect ground water protection efforts in your state.

	Comments:




