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Abstract
Management of produced water associated with the production of coal bed methane in the Powder River Basin of
Montana and Wyoming is a key aspect of the successful development of this valuable resource. It is becoming
apparent that coal bed methane development is neither a geologic play or engineering play, but an environmental
play. Managing environmental issues, including how produced water is managed, it instrumental to successful
development. This paper will present and discuss considerations for water management plans, which are required
in both Wyoming and Montana. Various components that can be incorporated into plans will be discussed for
both the states of Wyoming and Montana. Further, the paper will present methodologist and tools that should be
considered when preparing a plan, including the use of geographic information systems, publically available data,
Internet Resources, and other options for obtaining source data for analysis. Lastly, the paper will present a
summary of many of the hurdles and complications that are commonplace and likely to be encountered.

