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SOURCE WATER PROTECTION
INTEGRATING ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS TO 

PROTECT DRINKING WATER AT THE SOURCE



New (and Old) Opportunities for Source Water 
Protection Planning and Implementation

USDA: 2018 Farm Bill provisions

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 

Set-Asides

Clean Water State Revolving Fund

Clean Water Act Section 319

3



USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
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2018 Farm Bill: Big Win for Source Water Protection

Å10% of conservation program funds must be used to protect 
sources of drinking water (except CRP)

Å~ $400M/year through 2023

ÅSource Water Subcommittees of the State Technical Committees 
(including utility input)

ÅEstablishes Water Source Protection Program in Forest Service
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Americaôs Water Infrastructure Act (AWIA) 2018

ÅSection 2002: Funding implementation of SWP efforts from DWSRF 
set-asides

ÅSection 2015: Reauthorized funding source water assessments from 
DWSRF set-asides

ÅSection 2016: Reauthorized SWP Partnership Petition program (SDWA 
Ϡ1454)

ÅSection 2018: Planning for and Responding to Chemical Releases

ÅSection 2023: Reauthorization of DWSRF Capitalization Grants
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The State Revolving 
Fund Infrastructure 
Model
Å 51 state-level òinfrastructure banksó 

make loans with water systems for 

drinking water projects

Å Water systems apply for funding 

with their respective state 

DWSRF program

Å States craft their DWSRF program to 

meet the needs of their state

Å Each of the 51 programs are 

unique

Å They operate within the federal 

framework but may target 

funding more narrowly
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State

DWSRF

Optional State Set -Asides



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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Develop and Implement Drinking Water Protection, Capacity 
Development, Operator Certification, and Source Water Protection 
Programs

Often Used to Fund Staff 

o Source Water Coordinators

o Hydrogeologists

Can also be used by state for source water protection activities

State Program Management (10% Set-Aside)

http://www.embarcados.com.br/metodologias-ageis-o-daily-meeting/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Local Assistance and Other State Programs (15%)
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Source Water Protection and Capacity Development Activities

o Loans to PWS for SWP land acquisition/easements, voluntary, 
incentive-based SWP measures, and source water petition 
programs

o Delineation, assessment, and updates to assessments for 
SWP areas

o Establishment and implementation of wellhead protection 
programs and implementation of efforts to protect source 
water

o Assistance to any PWS as part of a capacity development 
strategy



Local Assistance and Other State Programs (15%)
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Source Water Protection and Capacity Development Activities

o Updating Source Water Assessments with GIS

o Developing Source Water Protection Plans

o Small grant programs

o Technical Assistance through 3rd parties

o Implementation of BMPs

o Development of local ordinances

o Public outreach and education


