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Assessment 
Report

• Delineation
• Inventory of potential 

contaminants
• Susceptibility Analysis



Protection Plan

• Action Plan: Source Water 
Protection Strategies

• Updated periodically
• Required to create with 

new well installation



• Surveys are Voluntary
• Tracked in the Safe Drinking Water 

Information System (SDWIS)
• Three-year cycle (2022-2024)
• Only sent to community systems
• Endorsed protection plans: 

unique survey

Substantial Implementation





Scoring for Systems With Endorsed 
Protection Plans

Population 
Served

Protective Strategy Type Requirement

Partners Spill Plan Water Quality 
Monitoring

Medium 
(10,000-
50,000)

1 One or other

Large (>50,000) 2 Yes Yes

No matter the population served, they must be implementing 75% of 
strategies in their survey + the following:



Scoring for Systems Without Endorsed 
Protection Plans

Population Served

Protective Strategy Type Requirement

Outreach/
Education

Source
Controls Partners

Water Quality
Monitoring/

Spill Plans

Small (<10,000) 2 (total of 
5) 2 (total of 5) N/A N/A

Medium (10,000-
50,000) 3 3 1 One or other

Large (>50,000) 4 3 2 Both



Combined 2022-2023 Survey Results

• 501 Surveys Sent
• 436 Responses Received
• 355 Systems to be Surveyed in 2024 

Protection Plan Status Percent Implementing

No Endorsed Protection Plan 56%

Endorsed Protection Plan 65%

State Total 61%



Break Down by System Type

System Type Surveys Sent Response 
Rate

Percent 
Determined 

Implementing

Ground Water 382 87% 57%

Surface Water 96 94% 70%



Takeaways

• Plans need to be revisited
• Plans must be attainable



Are your first responders aware of your public water system's source 
water protection area?
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Within the last three years our municipality has done which of the following? 
(Systems w/out Protection Plans)
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Approximately how much does it cost your municipality annually to implement 
source water protection? (Systems w/out Protection Plans)
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Grants
Protective Strategy Grant

o Support the implementation of specific 
and measurable protective strategies to 
help protect source water

o Targets: Smaller Systems
Well Abandonment Grant

o Provides resources for the planning and 
proper plugging of abandoned drinking 
water wells

o Targets: All Systems



Success of Communication 
(2022 Round)

• Initial response of 24%
• Follow-Up’s

o Email
o Call
o Final Email

• Connected with each system
• One Month Period
• Final Response Rate of 87%





Next Steps: Action
• 2024 surveys
• Prioritizing Outreach Areas
• Increased Statewide Outreach

o GoTo Webinars
• Updating Assessment Reports



Thank

Follow Ohio EPA on

You

Ruthy (Mackenzie) Rutherford
Environmental Specialist 

Drinking & Ground Waters 
Central Office

Mackenzie.Rutherford@epa.ohio.gov
614.728.1703
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