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Class VI Primacy Process – Expectations

Protect the USDWs and the health and 
welfare of the citizens of Louisiana

Draft and submit 
an approvable 

Class VI primacy 
application

Build a Class VI 
program that 
will actually 

work

Find a way to 
pay for all of it
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Class VI Primacy Process – Realities

∗ Programmatic Funding

∗ EPA Timing and Responsiveness

∗ Public Perception

∗ Environmental Justice Requirements
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Class VI Primacy Process – Realities

∗ Public Perception
∗ Stakeholder response to Class V stratigraphic test wells
∗ Legislative response
∗ Experience with public hearing for Federal Register notice and 

public comment periods

∗ Environmental Justice Requirements
∗ Stakeholder view on what EJ should entail vs. the limits of LDNR’s 

statutory authority
∗ Requirements for environmental analysis based on IT Analysis/SOS 

Questions



∗ Programmatic Funding
∗ State General Fund and Carbon Dioxide Geologic Storage Trust Fund 

(GSTF)
∗ LDNR cannot begin collecting fees from operators until primacy is 

awarded
∗ Initial cost estimates in 2020 assumed that primacy would begin FY22 

and that it would take approximately two years for revenue to be 
high enough that the program wouldn’t be dependent on State 
General Fund

∗ Additional information on amount and timing of Class VI BIL funding is 
vital to ensure that key program costs are accounted for in this gap
∗ Permit writers, field inspectors, field vehicles, computer hardware, 

modeling software, data management
∗ Difficult to estimate costs incurred during application process

∗ EPA Timing and Responsiveness
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Class VI Primacy Process – Realities
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Crosswalk 
Submission

Crosswalk 
review

Edit and respond to 
EPA comments

Crosswalk 
review

Edit and respond to 
EPA comments

Crosswalk approved 
and regulations 

finalized

Spring 2020 Summer 2020 Fall 2020 Winter 2021

Class VI regulations 
published in 

Louisiana Register

Address public comments (if any)

EPA reviews package

Edit and respond to 
EPA comments

Submit primacy 
revisions to EPA

Receive EPA approval. 
EPA publishes rules in 

Federal Register.

Federal Register 
public comments

Submit 
package 
to EPA

Public 
comments

Address public 
comments (if any)

Primacy 
received!

Process to publish Class VI rules in LA

Drafts of Primacy Docs to EPA for Review

Request AG and Governor’s letters

Class VI 
regulations 
approved

Early Spring 2021

1st Quarter 2022

Primacy Timeline – September 2020
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Primacy Timeline – September 2023

EPA Review/DNR Revises

Crosswalk 
Submission

Crosswalk 
review

Edit and respond to 
EPA comments

Crosswalk 
review

Edit and respond to 
EPA comments

Crosswalk approved 
and regulations 

finalized

Summer 2020 Fall 2020

Class VI regulations published in Louisiana Register

Public 
Hearing 

Comment 
PeriodLA Legislative Session 

Public hearing at 
DNR offices

EPA Region 
6 Reviews 

Application

EPA initiates 
Tier 3 Rule 

Making 
Process

60 day 
public 

comment 
period

Finalize 
primacy 

documentsProcess to publish Class VI rules in LA

Drafts of Primacy Docs to EPA for Review

Request AG and Governor’s letters
Notice of 

Intent 
submitted to 

LA Fiscal Office

NOI Approved 
and Published

October 2020

Address Public Comments

January 2021

Document 
package 

submitted to 
EPA

April 2021 July 6, 2021

Formal final 
primacy 
package 

submission

Sept 17, 2021

Final Revisions to Package

Advertisement 
of public notice 

for hearing

Public 
Hearing in 

Baton 
Rouge, LA

EPA Workgroup 
Reviews 

Application

May 2022

EPA publishes 
notice in 
Federal 
Register

May 4, 2023
June 21-23, 2023

March 2020
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EPA 
review of 
comment

30 day 
public 

comment 
period

EPA publishes 
second notice 

in Federal 
Register

August 16, 2023

EPA Issues 
Decision on 
Application
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Questions?

CONTACT INFORMATION
 

Laura Sorey
225-342-5581

Laura.Sorey@la.gov
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